Histologic and clinicopathologic features of Chinese patients with HBsAg-positive chronic active hepatitis.
Needle biopsies of both the right and left lobes of the liver were performed during peritoneoscopy in 20 male patients with chronic active hepatitis B in Taiwan. Microscopic study of these biopsy specimens led to the recognition of three groups: 1) five patients in whom the lobular architecture was easily recognizable but in whom necrosis and early intralobular fibrosis were present, along with severe chronic inflammation of the portal tracts; 2) seven patients in whom the livers were characterized by early septal formation and a good regenerative response, but few recognizable lobules with normal architecture; and 3) eight patients in whom the disease had progressed to severe fibrosis with septal formation and tiny pseudolobules, indicative of early cirrhosis. The left lobe was the more severely damaged in 16 of the 20 patients.